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Welcome to FALI Conference 2018  
FALI has a long history of providing cutting 
edge education on the most relevant topics 
of the day. The FALI 2018 Conference 
promises to be the best opportunity in 
Florida to enhance your knowledge, further 
your career, increase your earning potential, 
and network during this event dedicated to 
investigative professionals.   

During the conference you will have the 
opportunity to meet renowned keynote 
speakers. You can attend several tracks on 
subjects that can provide you with 
information to take home and apply to your 
business and skill set right away.  
 
If you like, extend your time with our, Pre-
Conference seminar, with Kelly Riddle and 
Mark Gillespie on Thursday, May 3rd. The 
Pre-conference is FREE for fully paid 
conference attendees. One day and student 
registrations may attend for an extra fee. 

 
 

Topics this year include: 
ALIVE - Active Shooter Survivor Training 

Countersurveillance: Why it Matters 
Technical Surveillance Threats 

Fire Investigations 
Jihad in America 

Investigating Child Human Sex Trafficking 
“Junk Science” - Forensics 

Marketing for the PI Professional 
Miranda & the Investigator 

Accident Investigations 
CC/Student Workshop 

 

To get started you can visit the Conference 
web pages by clicking HERE. The hotel 
room block is already starting to fill so we 
suggest you reserve your room as soon as 
possible. There is more conference 
information throughout this edition. 

 
See you in Tampa!!!  

Please join us for. . .  

mailto:admin@fali.org
http://www.FALI.org
https://www.facebook.com/Florida-Association-of-Licensed-Investigators-FALI-113799788661921/
http://www.fali.org/?page=FALICONFERENCE


2 

 

Thank you for joining us for : 

 

 

 

 

 

FALI-U Lite was added to the list of membership 
benefits in January 2017. This shortened version of the 
popular “FALI-U” program is FREE, and open to all 
members, regardless of experience level, who want to 

add more to their PI toolbox. 

For 2018 the FALI Board decided to move FALI-U Lite 
around the state to be more convenient for members up 

North, and down South. 

On January 23rd, we welcomed Les Cravens, and FALI 
Past President, David Hodges, as presenters for FALI-U 
Lite Tallahassee. 25 members attended the 
presentation held at the University Center Club on the 
campus of Florida State University. Thank you to FALI 
member Scott Wilson, for making the arrangements for 

us to host the event in this wonderful location 

Les, who is Director of Law Enforcement and Policy 
Compliance for Auto Data Direct started the afternoon 
with a presentation on “Deciphering Motor Vehicle 
Information to Assist in Investigations.” He provided a 
general overview, background, and practical knowledge 
that will assist investigators when deciphering 
information relating to Florida’s motor vehicle license 
plates, ownership or title records, and driver’s licenses. 
For those who missed the presentation, he will repeat it 
at FALI-U Lite Boca Raton, on March 7th. (See details 

on the next page.) 

The second session was led by David Hodges who 
presented “The Role of PIs in Judgement Collections.” 
David has well over 28 years experience in assisting 
creditors with judgement collections. During the 
presentation he shared examples of some of the cases 

he has worked, and offered a lot of great advice for 

those how might want to take on these kinds of cases.  

A judgment in favor of someone to get money they are 
owed is often times easier to get then the actual 
payment itself. While some of the stories he shared 
were quite humorous, it was also obvious how difficult 
these cases can be but if done correctly, they can also 

be quite lucrative for the investigator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the conclusion of the program our lobbyist, Cynthia 
Henderson from Cynergy Consulting, gave a briefing to 
the members about the status of our effort to repeal the 
services tax on PIs, as well as an update about the 
Legislative Session which was in the middle of it’s third 
week at the time of  the FALI event. The following day, 
she and the FALI Officers “Hit the Hill” to visit many 

legislators (see page 6 for more information) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of a very informative afternoon, attendees 
gathered for a Meet and Greet sponsored by Auto Data 
Direct. After a day of “learning,” attendees were able to 

network with colleagues, in a relaxed atmosphere.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click the logo above to visit their website. 

Thank you to Auto Data Direct, for their 

participation, and sponsorship. 

https://add123.com/
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Wednesday March 7, 2018 
5:00PM - 8:00PM 

TransUnion 
4530 Conference Way S 

Boca Raton, Florida  33431  
 

Due to security protocols all participants must be  
pre-registered with FALI and signed in on the day of the 

event. Please arrive between 4:45pm & 5:00pm  
 

FREE for members, $99 for non-members 
Registration through the FALI website 

by Friday, March 2nd is required  

Dinner and Event Sponsored by: 

 

Deciphering Motor Vehicle Information to  
Assist in Investigations 

 
 
 
 

 Presented by: Les Cravens 
Auto Data Direct, Director of Law Enforcement and 

Policy Compliance 
 
This course is designed to educate and provide information to 
private investigators on Florida license plates, motor vehicle 
titles, and driver licenses. This presentation provides a general 
overview, background, and practical knowledge that will assist 
investigators when deciphering information relating to Florida’s 
motor vehicle license plates, ownership or title records, and 
driver’s licenses. Topics to be discussed include:  
License Plates, Motor Vehicle Titles, Florida Driver’s Licenses, 
Electronic and Digital Environment 

In addition, TransUnion will give a brief presentation 

about their new services.  

Click the Ad above to visit their website. 

https://www.tlo.com/investigators
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Greetings Members:  
 
I hope this letter finds everyone well and looking forward to our upcoming annual 
Conference in Tampa May 3-5, 2018. As you will read throughout this edition of 
the FALI Forum, we have a great event planned for you. I hope to see many of 
you there. In the meantime, I wanted to update you on what I have been doing as 
your president. 
 
Area Meetings: As I mentioned months ago, my goal is to visit every FALI 

area at least once before the 2018 Conference. On December 13th, I attended the 
Jacksonville area meeting and spoke with them about FALI and what was 
happening with upcoming training and the legislative process in which we are 
involved. The following day I attended the quarterly PIRSAC meeting. 
 
On  January 22nd, I attended the Palm Beach area meeting as it was Diane 
Spinner’s first meeting as Area Director. The next day,  I traveled to Tallahassee 
and met with FALI members from the local area and panhandle, during and after, 
our FALI-U Lite seminar. Auto Data Direct, ADD123.com, sponsored the 
workshop, and we appreciate their support of this great event. A big thank you to 
David Hodges and Les Cravens for presenting their classes to our membership. 
 
Legislative: We have been very busy with lobbying to have the sales tax on 

private investigative services repealed. We have spent hours putting together a 
package for our lobbyist to present to members of the budget committee. They 
seem to think our profession contributes more than 16 million dollars in sales tax 
revenue. With the assistance of those members who responded to our request for 
taxable income generated in 2017 and 2016, we were able to provide our lobbyist 
with a snapshot of what the industry makes.  
 
On January 23rd, the FALI officers, Legislative Chair, and the Administrative 
Director “Hit the Hill” along with the Cynergy team. We met with 12 members of 
the House and Senate who were incredibly supportive of our position on repealing 
the sale tax. We educated them on our situation as being a service industry that 
does not sell goods or products. We also spoke to the members about the 
erroneous figures they were receiving from the Department of Revenue.  
 
As of this letter, things are not looking positive, but we are still working to get this 
accomplished. Our most significant hurdle is the 16 million dollars they believe 
they collect from our profession each year. We have our fingers crossed that we 
can still accomplish this colossal task. We will keep you up to date as things 
unfold. 
 
 
 

Richard “Rick” Root 
FALI President 

. 

Remember to 
Report Unlicensed 

Activity 
 

Anyone who tries to 
provide PI services without 
a license is taking money 
out of all of our pockets. If 
you come across someone 

doing this, make sure to 
report this using the 

“Report Unlicensed PIs” 
tab, on the left-hand side of 

the FALI website. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
FALI WEBSITE FAQ: 
Once you are logged in to your 

FALI Profile you can . . .  

Renew your membership and 
update your profile 24/7.   
 
Find business forms and 
samples, and other forms, under 
the “Resources” tab.  
 
Find FALI Board meeting 
minutes, financials, and FALI 
Forums, also under the 
“Resources” tab. Some date 
back as far as 1994 when FALI 
began. 
 
LICENSE STATS (1/31/18) 
Private Investigator “C”     7,504 
PI Interns “CC”           1,440 
PI Agencies “A”   2,846 
PI Agency Branch “AA”       22 
Statewide Firearm “G”      20,556 
Concealed Weapon “W”   1,848,871 

 

PIRSAC MEETING NOTICE:  
March 8, 2018 - 9:00AM    

Altamonte Springs, FL 

 
For more information, visit the 
DoL website by clicking HERE. 
 

 

Continued on page 5 

https://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Licensing
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FALI Officers  
 

Rick Root  
President  
T:  (954) 306-9040  

E:  rick@rickrootpi.com 

 
Terry Roffler 
Vice President  
T:  (813) 892-5966 
E:  roffler@att.net 
 
 

Kimberly Campbell 
Secretary 
T:  (904) 230-1331 
E:  Kimberly@crosspi.com 

 
 

Matt Aubin 
Treasurer 

T:  (813) 373-4181 
E:  reconagency@gmail.com 

 
 

FALI Area Directors (Pg. 20) 
Tampa Bay: Mark Aubin 
Orlando: Candi Eaton  
Jacksonville: Position Open 
Panhandle: Glenn Parker 
Broward/Dade: Richard Rastrelli 
Palm Beach:  Diane Spinner 
Fort Myers/Southwest: Walt Zalisko 
 

Sergeant at Arms:   Mark Lynn 

 
 

FALI Committee Chairpersons: 

Advisory Committee: All Past Presidents 
Conference Committee: Terry Roffler 
Elections Committee:  Jack Belich 
Legislative Committee:   Mark Lynn 
Scholarship Committee: Scott Kamp 
Bylaws Committee: Walt Zalisko 
Website Committee: Michael Goodfellow 
Publications Committee: Amy O’Rourke 
 
 

Additional Committees/Support: 
Administrative Director: Amy O’Rourke 
Membership Committee: ALL MEMBERS 
Bookkeeper: Heather Roberts 
Vendor/Advertising: Rick Root 

 

Next FALI Board Meeting:  

March 7, 2018  

 

 

The next day, Vice President Terry Roffler, Executive Director, Amy 
O’Rourke, and I also met with the Director of the Division of Licensing, Grea 
Bevis and his team. at their officer. It was a very casual meeting, and we 
invited Grea’s team to come and speak at our upcoming conference. 
 
On the national front, NCISS keeps us posted on issues going through 
Congress. Please make sure to read the reports in every issue of the FALI 
Forum. The NCISS annual Conference and “Hit the Hill,” is in Washington 
D.C. in March. I will be there to represent FALI, as well as the National 
Association for Missing and Exploited Children (NAMEC). 
 
FALI Board Meeting: The quarterly board meeting of the FALI Board of 

Directors will be held on Wednesday, March 7th in Palm Beach County. We 
will be discussing the Conference and many other FALI issues. If you would 
like something addressed or answered, please do not hesitate to email me.  
 
FALI-U Lite: The first FALI-U Lite took place in Orlando in January 2017. 
FALI-U Lite was developed by the Board as another way of giving back to 
the membership in the form of a FREE educational program. Registration is 
open for the Boca Raton event on March 7th.   
 
I believe FALI needs to continually provide our membership with beneficial 
educational programs. Our FALI-U Lites have been very successful with our 
members. This year we have also sought out financial sponsorships from 
vendors who support this event. The March FALI-U Lite is being hosted and 
sponsored by TransUnion. Our sponsors help cover some of the costs of 
these events, so please take the time to thank them when attending these 
events. Once again we will be providing a pre-conference event included in 
the full registration fee. Up until a few years ago this was a separate fee to 
attend. We want our members to always feel the benefits of FALI 
membership. 

 
Respectfully,  

Rick Root, LPI 
FALI President 

Some of the Benefits of FALI Membership:  

Monthly Area meetings throughout the State. 

Ongoing Legislative monitoring and representation in Tallahassee & Washington. 

Free Programs: FALI Boot Camp, FALI-U and FALI-U Lite 

The FALI library 

Certified Milestone Members 

The Big Three Association Membership Partnership with CALI and TALI 

Sample Contracts and other business forms free to members 

The Annual Conference in May  

And so much more 

Continued from page 4 

mailto:rick@rickrootpi.com
mailto:roffler@att.net
mailto:Kimberly@crosspi.com
mailto:reconagency@gmail.com
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For the third year in a row, FALI officers went to the 

State Capitol in Tallahassee to talk to members of 

both parties in the House and Senate about issues that 

impact the Private Investigative profession. As the 

new Legislative Chair, I was honored to join them, 

and our lobbyists with Cynergy Consulting, on 

January 24, 2018  for our FALI “Hit the Hill.” 

This was done in an attempt to bring awareness, 

educate and inspire our State Representatives to take 

action on behalf of our fellow Florida residents and 

remove the sales tax associated with hiring a Licensed 

Private Investigator. To be clear this action does not 

benefit any Licensed Private Investigators in any way, 

we are just the pass through for taxes collected. This 

will only benefit our clients that are Florida residents.  

The annual “Hit the Hill” is an important tool to keep 

our profession in front of our elected officials by 

educating them on the issues that impact us. As one of 

the Board members told me, a few years ago they were 

told by a Representative, “If you aren’t at the table, 

you will be on the menu.” We must stay in front of 

them with issues so they understand our position and 

don’t legislate against us. 

The legislative process can take several years, as was 

the case when FALI fought for changes in Window 

Tint, and increased penalties for unlicensed activity. 

For the last few years we have been working on 

repealing the tax on PI services. As we met with 

legislators we explained why this should be done and 

every one of them agreed with us. 

When the state charges you with a crime they conduct 

their investigation, at tax payer expense, “tax free.” If 

you hire a private attorney to defend you, and an 

investigator is used in your defense, you pay tax on 

their investigation. So we can make leap that the tax 

dollars that the defendant pays to bolster his defense 

may end up in the hands of the very prosecutor that is 

prosecuting him due to the Reciprocal Discovery.  

Now let’s look at it from another angle with you as the 

victim of a crime. For example, someone is harassing 

you through the use of revenge porn being posted 

online. Your local Police Department or Sheriff’s 

Office don’t have the resources to pursue the suspect 

and your case doesn’t meet the threshold to garner the 

FBI’s attention. You have to look elsewhere for help 

and hire a Licensed Private Investigator to assist you 

in finding and identifying your harasser.  

Once you have done this, and the investigator 

provides you with the evidence, you take this back to 

your local law enforcement agency to press charges. 

They take the evidence provided, confirm the validity 

of what has been provided and take the appropriate 

action. You are not reimbursed for your efforts and on 

top of that, you have had to pay state sales tax on the 

services rendered by the licensed Private Investigator.  

If you follow the trail of money, the local law 

enforcement agency, paid for with your tax dollars, 

couldn’t assist you. The federal agency with the 

resources to help you has too many larger cases to 

deal with to help. The licensed Private Investigator 

that did help you had to charge you sales tax for the 

services rendered. Hence the term that FALI has 

coined, “Victim Tax”.  

As licensed Private Investigators we provide a service 

much like an attorney does yet our clients must pay 

tax on our services and not an attorney.  To make this 

system even worse, our out of state clients do not get 

charged sales tax, neither do insurance companies, 

state or federal entities, only our clients who are 

Florida residents. As of this writing, the Legislature is 

still in session and we are working hard with our 

lobbying team to get this repeal enacted.  

I look forward to working with the FALI membership 

on this issue and many others. 

  

 

 

Pictures of meetings with the legislators are  
on the next page 
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FALI Officers Hit the Hill in Tallahassee So  
“We Don’t End Up on the Menu” 

This Year’s Issue : “Attempt to Repeal the Sales Tax on PI Services”  

 
Submitted by: Mark Lynn, FALI Legislative Chair 



7 

 

All in a day’s work. 

Some highlights of “Hitting the Hill.” 

One of the first meetings of the day was with Jose 
Diez-Argueles, Staff Director for the Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance & Tax, to 
discuss his analysis of the impact of the tax on PI 

Services. 

Senator Daphne Campbell of North Miami Beach was very 
receptive to the change, and even offered to sponsor an 
Amendment should the need arise. She was also fascinated by 

the PI Profession. 

Senator Jose Javier Rodriguez of Miami was very 

interested in learning more about the “Victim’s Tax.”  We walked into Representative Janet Cruz’ (Tampa) 
office knowing she had a connection to the Aubins. 
While we were there we learned that her father had 
been a Private Investigator so she had a good 

understanding of the profession. 

Representative Michael Grant of Port Charlotte, along 
with all the other Representatives and Senators we met 
with, couldn’t understand why PIs are still paying a 
service tax. He, and all the others, pledged to support the 

repeal when it came up in committee, and on the floor. 



8 

 

FALI Area meetings offer members the opportunity to 
network with others, and learn something new from guest 
speakers. Area Directors (ADs) work hard to recruit 
knowledgeable speakers. Potential members are always 
welcome, however, after attending 3 meetings we ask 
that they join to continue participating, and show support 
of FALI. Meetings are announced by the ADs through 
their area contact lists, and posted on the FALI website. 
If you are not receiving notifications of meetings, please 
send an email to both your AD, and admin@fali.org to 

make sure you are on the correct list.  

 

Jacksonville/St Augustine Submitted by: 

FALI Secretary, Kimberly Campbell 

It was with great regret that our NE Florida Area 

Director, Ricky High, needed to resign due to new work 

endeavors.  Although his time was short, Ricky did a 

fabulous job as Area Director for the members in the 

Jacksonville/St. Augustine area.  We wish him nothing 

but the best and much success in his new direction.  If 

you are interested in stepping forward to fulfill the 

duties of the NE Florida Area Director, please reach out 

to me or to our president, Rick Root, to discuss the role 

and responsibilities.  In the interim, I will continue to 

host the meetings through April 2018 if needed.  FALI 

Board elections will take place May 4, 2018 at our 

Annual Conference in Tampa, Florida.  However, if you 

are interested now, you do not have to wait until then! 

Meetings continue to be held on the second Monday of 

each month in Jacksonville at the Olive Garden.  All 

meetings in St. Augustine have been suspended until a 

new restaurant is secured. 

At February’s meeting, David Hodges, FCI, of Fine 

Tooth Comb Investigations, Inc. was our guest speaker.  

He discussed mistakes he uncovered made by law 

enforcement, and others, while working a local death 

investigation that had been ruled a suicide but the 

family insisted was murder.  David appeared on Crime 

Watch Daily with Chris Hansen which discussed this 

very case.  David is a phenomenal speaker with extreme 

knowledge.  His presentations should never be missed! 

For our upcoming meetings on March 12, 2018 and 

April 9, 2018, we hope to have speakers for our 

members to learn, grow and network within their 

profession.  

FALI Area meetings are a great networking tool but only 

if you, the member, take advantage of it.  When a 

speaker is not afforded, meetings are still a great time to 

gather ‘round to discuss cases, equipment, business 

plans, etc., all while networking and getting to know 

your colleagues.   

I would also like to take this time to let my fellow 

members know that I will not be seeking re-election to 

the FALI Board in May.  It has been a wonderful six 

years of faithful service to FALI and seeing the FALI 

family grow over the years. I would like to thank 

everyone for their support over the years and I will 

never forget those who made it so enjoyable!  I look 

forward to many, many years with my friends and 

colleagues at area meetings, FALI-Us, FALI-U Lites, and 

annual conferences.  FALI is a wonderful organization 

and what you get out of it, is what you put in to it.  I look 

forward to seeing you at the next meeting! 

 

Orlando Area: Candi Eaton, Area Director 
At the January Orlando area meeting we welcomed  
Criminal Defense Attorney J. Scott Herman as our 
speaker.   His presentation covered, how a PI can help 
an investigator in criminal defense work. We had a great 
lively discussion over a “What would you do as an 
investigator” on case. 

Upcoming speakers include a Chief Judge, Computer 
Expert, Psychologist, Nurse and lots more surprises.  
The Orlando meeting is a very friendly group of people 
and are always welcoming new faces.  We have our own 
meeting room at Tony Roma’s with fantastic food and 
service.  Come and join us on the fourth Tuesday of 
every month at 6pm.  

 
 
Tampa Bay: Mark Aubin, AD 
Currently, all of our meetings are held in the private 

meeting room at TGI Friday’s on Fowler Avenue. 

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month. 

The "Member Spotlight" program is designed to 

enhance networking and referrals within our region 

members. The program has been very well received and 

several more members are scheduled to make 

presentations over the ensuing months. 

The first meeting of the year was well attended. Our 

guest speaker was Jim K. Moffitt, Investigation 

Specialist II with the DOL. He gave a general update 

about the DOL and answered questions from the 

membership. 

 
 
 

W
h

a
t’

s 
H

a
p

p
e

n
in

g
 i

n
 Y

o
u

r 
A

re
a

? 
Updates, and Messages, from the Area Directors  

Continued on page 9 

mailto:admin@fali.org
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Continued from page 8 

Broward/Dade/Monroe: Richard Rastrelli, AD 
Third time was a charm as we were finally able to welcome 

Diane Spinner to speak about fire investigations at our year 

end meeting on December 12th. We started 2018 with a 

roundtable discussion and Q&A. These types of meetings 

are a great way for members to exchange ideas.  At the 

request of many members, in February we welcomed back 

one of our favorite speakers, Robert Wyman, who spoke on 

Cellphone Tower Mapping. Robert always has great 

information to share and you always learn something new.  

Speaking of learning something new, I was asked by a 

fellow investigator to speak to a  group of 5 CC interns for a 

question and answer session. I handed out material about 

FALI and encouraged all to join.  

I encourage all Southeast Area members to attend FALI-U 

Lite in Boca on March 7th. This will in place of our regular 

meeting and will be a great educational, and networking 

opportunity. Advanced RSVP is a must due to 

TransUnion’s security protocols.  

For the month of April, I am scheduling a presentation on 
Cargo Theft and Cargo Theft investigations. Miami-Dade 
County has one of the highest cargo theft rates in the 
United States. All monthly meetings are held at Courtyard 
Fort Lauderdale Airport and Cruise Port located at 400 
Gulf Stream Way, Dania Beach, FL 33004. Networking 
begins at 5:30 P.M. and presentation starts at 7:00 P.M. 
 

Ft. Myers (S.W. Florida): Walt Zalisko, AD 
Our membership continues to grow. Two new members 
were added over the last few months. Many members bring 
decades of experience with them and are more than willing 
to assist other members.  

Meetings provide a great opportunity for investigators to 
network, hear relevant speakers and the opportunity to 
learn something new. Members have the opportunity to 
discuss important issues involving the private investigation 
profession. Law enforcement, criminal justice practitioners, 
new members are invited to attend. 

Our meetings are generally held on a quarterly basis at 

Duffy’s Sport Bar and Grille (21253 Stoneybrook Golf Blvd., 

Estero, FL) . Our next area meeting is scheduled for some 

time in the middle of March. Our guest speaker will be a 

representative from the Division of Licensing, who will 

discuss Florida Statute 493 – perils and pitfalls. 

Tallahassee/Panhandle: Glenn Parker, AD 
Following a Pensacola area meeting in Ft. Walton Beach on 
November 9 and a Tallahassee area meeting on December 
8, some area members participated at FALI-U Lite on 
January 23rd at FSU.. 
 
Our next Pensacola area meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
March 1 from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM (Central) at McGuire’s 

Irish Pub located at 157 Brooks Street SE in Destin.  We will 
discuss research sources such as databases and specialty 
vendors for background checks, banking information, 
vehicle registration, and other research tools we all use 
every day. 
 
The plan for 2018 will be to hold a Pensacola area meeting 
every three or four months at a local restaurant, as well as a 
Tallahassee area meeting every six months at my office near 
downtown. 

 
 
Palm Beach Area: Diane Spinner, AD 
The Palm Beach Area meetings are held the third Monday 
of every month. The meetings are being held in the private 
room of Duffy’s Sports Grill in West Palm Beach.  This 
location requires the meeting to reach a $300.00 sales 
minimum in the restaurant, which we have done 
successfully since we started meeting here. Please keep 
attending to make sure this continues. 
 
January was my first month, and meeting, as the Area 
Director. Our President, Richard Root, addressed the 
membership and updated them on everything occurring in 
FALI and what direction FALI was heading. Our guest 
speaker was Robin Griffin-Kitzerow who provided 
members with an understanding on how the Youth Court 
works in Palm Beach County. During the hour-long 
presentation, our membership interacted with Robin 
asking very important questions. Our February meeting will 
be a round table on Covert Equipment and successful 
Business Practices aka “PI Show and Tell.” Our March 
meeting will be the FALI-U Lite on March 7th at 
TransUnion in Boca. Advanced RSVP is a must due to 
TransUnion’s security protocols.  
 
I am looking forward to assisting in help FALI grow its 
membership and maintain the current membership 
through thought provoking conversation and speakers. 
 
 
FALI meetings are announced via email alerts, 
and on the FALI website under the Calendar 
heading on the right hand side of the website. 

 
Big3—Another Great benefit of FALI membership! 

http://www.fali.org/?page=thebig3
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Route 91Harvest Festival shooting survivor claims ALIVE 
active shooter survival training course is the reason she 
is alive today. Festival goer, Liz, recalls the horrific 
evening where she and her boyfriend were enjoying the 
country music festival when the sound of gunshots 
created an atmosphere of panic all around. Liz describes 
the situation as one where many people around her were 
stricken with fear, unable to move and several were 
forming dogpiles on the ground. In a moment of stress, 
she remembered the ALIVE Active Shooter Survival 
Training that her previous employer had required her to 
participate in years before.  
 
In that moment, she remembered the words of MPS 
Security owner and class instructor, Michael Julian, “A 
moving target is harder to hit than a still one.” While all 
around her festival goers were stricken with fear, Liz 
says she recalled information she had stored in her mind 
years prior and never thought about again, until that very 
moment. The moment she says saved her life.  
 
“I told my boyfriend, ‘We need to run. We cannot 
stay here. When he stops to reload this next time I 
am running!’ He was hesitant at first and I think he 
could tell that I was running either way.  And so he 
grabbed my hand and we ran as fast as we could, 
stayed low, stopped and hid while shots were fired 
and sprinted in between.”  
 
Once arrived safely back to her hotel, she felt the need 
to contact Michael Julian to thank him for what she had 
learned in the class. In her email, she wrote,  

“I truly believe taking the ALIVE training is the 
reason why I made the decision to run without any 
hesitation, which was what ultimately saved us. Had 
we stayed there we may have gotten shot, had we 
hesitated longer then we could have been trampled. I 
know I’m just one of many that have had your 
training course, but I did want to let you know that 
the reason I am alive is because of what I learned 
from you.” 
  
The ALIVE training is a 2 hour active shooter workshop 
designed to educate, inform and prepare individuals who 
may come in contact with an active shooter. With 
increasing public violence employees and civilians are 
being vigilant about potential violence that they may 
come in contact with. According to the United States 
Department of Labor, Occupational Safety & Health 
Administration, nearly 2 million American workers report 
having been victims of workplace violence each year. 
Many additional cases are never reported. Between 
disgruntled employees, hateful defiance and unstable 
individuals, violence continues to be an ongoing theme in 
the media. While the arguments of increased gun control 
laws and second amendment rights are top of mind for 
Americans, being proactive and prepared is necessary.  
 

 
 
 

For more information about the FALI Conference, 
please click HERE 2
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 You don’t want to miss: 

 

 

 

To be presented by Michael Julian at the  

2018 FALI Conference  
Friday morning, May 4th. 

As this edition of the FALI Forum was being completed, the tragedy at Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School in Parkland was unfolding. Long before that, FALI had asked Michael to 

present this program as part of the 2018 Conference. While it’s not part of the customary PI 

training attendees are used to, we felt this subject was of vital importance to members in their 

professional, and personal lives. Michael is a FALI member, and past president of CALI. The 

demand for the ALIVE course has increased with every tragedy. We are fortunate to be able to 

present this to our Conference attendees. 

 

Route 91Harvest Festival shooting survivor claims 

http://www.fali.org/?page=FALICONFERENCE
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FALI has had a Lifetime membership option for quite some time but it was not a program that many members 

participated in. Part of this could be not knowing about the program and part because of the available payment options. 

The desire to offer members other options for payments is what inspired a bylaw change by the FALI Board of 

Directors, that went into effect in late 2015. 

 

The available options are: 

One (1) payment of $1200 

Nine (9) payments of $125 and One (1) payment of $75 over one year 

Four (4) payments of $300 every 6 months for two years 

Four (4) payments of $300 once per year for four years  

 

To learn more about the Life Member Payment plan please visit the “Join FALI Today” tab on the website or contact 

FALI Administrative Director, Amy O’Rourke at admin@fali.org or (888) 845-3254. 

Life Member Payment Options 

Click the Ad to visit the website. 

http://www.fali.org/default.asp?page=JoinUsC:/Users/User/Documents/Bluetooth%20Exchange%20Folder
http://investigativeacademy.com/
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The NCISS Legislative Advocacy Hub is monitoring state legislative 
activity through the State Legislation Awareness Monitoring (SLAM) 
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Continued on page 13 

2018 Hit the Hill and Annual Conference - Speakers and special guests announced!  

Why your NCISS membership and annual “Hit the Hill” is So Important for Our Survival?  

What can we each do for the investigative and security professions? To answer this, we thought it important to share 
this article about the history and importance of our annual convergence for Hit the Hill - each spring we join together 
to meet with our Senators and Representatives. A special thanks to Ed McClain, Past President and current longest 
serving NCISS Board member. 

Why “Hit the Hill” is So Important for Our Survival - If there is one thing that NCISS has learned in the last four 
decades of protecting our backsides in Washington, it’s that if you wait until a bill is deemed life threatening to our 
businesses to muster the troops and the money, it is probably too late. Without a framework and funding for dealing 
with unfavorable legislation, trade associations like NCISS are at a disadvantage if not prepared for trouble. It is 
critical to have a lobbyist in place and a relationship with your legislator before the trouble starts. Bills that can wreak 
havoc with our businesses can come up suddenly out of left field so having your legislator’s support in advance is 
critical. 

Read this full article, and learn more about the annual NCISS Hit the Hill event at  
www.nciss.org/assets/NCISS_2018_HTH_Guide.pdf 

NCISS extends its appreciation to FALI and members.  NCISS has a strong relationship with FALI through board members 
supporting FALI with membership – Terry Myer, Sr. (President) and Dean A. Beers, CLI, CCDI (Board Chairman). NCISS 
welcomes all the members of FALI supporting NCISS through membership, including several FALI board members. NCISS 
Region 3, which includes FALI, has a new Regional Director – Bob Dunn (Dunn Investigations – NC) (252) 592-1797 or 
bob@dunninvestigations.com  

2018 Hit the Hill and Annual Meeting will be held March 19th-21st. 
Details at www.nciss.org/2018-hit-the-hill-annual-meeting!  
 

2018 Hit the Hill and Annual Conference - Speakers announced! 

In addition to our annual Hit the Hill meetings with our Senators and Representatives, NCISS presents a series of 
training sessions to enhance this already popular and special event. 

NCISS is fortunate to have many members with expertise in multiple investigative and security services disciplines. We 
appreciate them giving of their time to join us for the Hit the Hill and Annual Meeting events, as well as speak to our 
group on a variety of important trends and topics important to each of us.  

Details of the full schedule and registration are on the NCISS website at www.NCISS.org. 

http://www.nciss.org/assets/NCISS_2018_HTH_Guide.pdf
mailto:bob@dunninvestigations.com
http://www.nciss.org/2018-hit-the-hill-annual-meeting
http://www.NCISS.org
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NCISS is honored to have the following speakers for the training seminars: 
 
Terry Kilburn—will use his decades of database 
and records experience to speak on trends and 
techniques of effective database use. 
 
Timothy A. Dimoff, - CEO/President SACS 
Consulting and Investigative Services, Inc 
“The Escalating Trends of Aggression and Violence 
Sweeping Our Nation.” 

Cynthia Hetherington  
Hetherington Group will speak on the Internet, 
open sources and database offerings. 

 Special Presentation to US Capitol Police: John J. Duffy Memorial Achievement Award - Luncheon - inside US Capitol 
Building 

 Special Networking Opportunities with National Association of Missing and Exploited Children (NAMEC) and the 
Council of International Investigations (CII)! Both are holding their events at the same time and have offered to 
network with our event. Both NAMEC and CII are also comprised of NCISS members joining the Hit the Hill and 
Annual Meeting event! 

"Things would have been far worse without the officers' selfless actions. These five brave men and women prevented a mass execution.". (Rep. Scalise) 

 

This year, the committee of the "Duffy" past recipients selected two persons - U.S. 
Capitol Police Special Agents Crystal Griner and David Bailey. They will be joined 
by House Majority Whip Steve Scalise, R-LA., for their acts in stopping a shooter 
and saving the life of Rep. Scalise and others at the softball practice on June 14, 
2017 in nearby Alexandria VA. 

This award will be presented during the Hit the Hill luncheon, in the US Capitol 
Building, on Tuesday, March 20th. Details of other attending Representatives and 
Senators are being finalized and will follow. 

NOTE - you must be registered in advance to attend the US Capitol luncheon and this special award event.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Continued from  page 12 - NCISS Report 

NCISS is now on social media  

Important Networking Updates!  

Special Presentation to US Capitol Police: John J. Duffy Memorial Achievement Award 
(Luncheon - inside US Capitol Building) 

Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/NCISS.Association (please note the period between NCISS and Association) 
Twitter – https://twitter.com/nciss_assoc @nciss_assoc (please note the underscore between NCISS and Association) 
YouTube – https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3lsMjDxG-rGTU3enyVfgcg 

https://www.facebook.com/NCISS.Association
https://twitter.com/nciss_assoc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3lsMjDxG-rGTU3enyVfgcg
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If you are presently holding any elective office in FALI, and 
if you are planning to stand for re-election in 2018, or if 
you intend to run for another office, you must formally 
declare your candidacy between Monday, April 2, 2018 
and Friday, April 11, 2018. Please do so by sending me a 
statement to that fact, via email, U.S. Mail, or fax. Your 
declaration must be in my hands no later than the close of 
business on Friday, April 11, 2018. 
 
If you are not presently holding an elective office and if 
you desire to offer yourself for election, or if you desire to 
nominate someone to stand for election, then your 
statement of candidacy, or nomination must be sent to me, 
via email, U.S. Mail, or fax, no earlier than Monday, April 
2, 2018 ,  and must be in my hands no later than the close 
of business on Friday, April 11, 2018. All candidates for 
office must meet the requirements as provided for in the 
FALI Constitution and Bylaws. 
 
For the second year we will be conducting the FALI 
election on-line. The FALI Board of Directors, with an eye 
towards saving a considerable amount of money and 
volunteer worker time and effort, instituted this process 
last year and it went very well.  This process eliminated 
any possibility of illegal voting and election fraud. We have 
once again engaged a professional, third-party company, 
whose only business is conducting on-line elections, to 
host our electronic voting.  Full details and voter 
instructions will be forthcoming soon. 

 

My contact information is: 

Email: jbelich@jbelich.com   

Fax: 877-724-9253 

U.S. Mail: 

Mr. Jack Belich  

FALI Election Committee Chair 

c/o J. Belich & Associates, Inc. 

6822 - 22nd Avenue N. # 304 

St. Petersburg, FL 33710-3918 

 

List of FALI Elected Positions: 

Executive Board 

• President 

• Vice President 

• Secretary 

• Treasurer 

Area Directors 

• Director Tampa Region  

• Director Tallahassee/Panhandle Region 

• Director Jacksonville Region 

• Director Orlando Region  

• Director Fort Myers Region  

• Director Palm Beach Region 

• Director Broward/Dade Region 

 

According to FALI Bylaws* : 

4.1 Qualifications. All nominees, and Board members must 

be FALI members in good standing for the last 12 months 

immediately preceding that election. If there is not a candidate 

meeting the qualifications, then the position can be filled by a 

majority vote of the Board, after the election. A nominee or 

Board member may not be a member of any other professional 

investigative association whose primary office is located in 

Florida, and must have internet capabilities. Nominees for 

President shall have served on the Board of Directors for one 

(1) year within the prior three (3) years. 

4.2 Nominations.   All candidates shall be nominated by 

"active" members in good standing. The nomination period shall 

be for ten days.  The dates for beginning and closing of 

nominations, which shall be publicized via email, the FALI 

Newsletter, and the FALI News Group, shall begin at least thirty 

(30) days prior to the start of the FALI Annual Educational 

Conference.  Nominations will be closed twenty (20) days prior 

to the first day of the FALI Annual Educational Conference, in 

order to provide ten (10) days for actual voting.  Nominations 

will not be accepted from the floor of the business meeting. 

According to the FALI Constitution*: 

ARTICLE V. ELECTED OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

The Board of Directors shall consist of the elected officers 

(president, vice president, secretary and treasurer) who shall 

not serve more than three (3) consecutive terms, and one area 

director representing each of the regions in the State of Florida 

who shall be elected by ballot for a one (1) year term, or until 

their successors are elected. 

*These are only excerpts from the FALI Constitution and FALI 

Bylaws which can be found on FALI’s website under the "About 

Us” section 

2018 FALI Election Notice  
Jack Belich, Election Committee Chair 

Are you a member of the FALI Listserv? 
If not, you are missing out on networking and business  

opportunities. Click this logo on the FALI homepage to join. 

http://www.fali.org/
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*SPECIAL PRE-CONFERENCE EVENTS 

FREE to conference attendees who pay for the FULL conference 
Click HERE for details 

New this year: One day and student registrations may attend for an extra fee. 
Email admin@fali.org for details 

 

In addition. . . .  
FALI Members Who need their Annual G Requal can get it for FREE 

Jerry Bloechle is a FALI member and past member of the FALI Board of Directors, with 47 years experience as a 
firearms trainer. He is a class K licensed instructor and as a benefit of FALI membership is offering annual Class G 
requalification training to FALI members at the annual conference at no charge.  (There might be a range fee). 
  
 

Click HERE for details about both the Pistol Shoot, and the Requal 

http://www.fali.org/?page=PRECONFERENCEEVENT
mailto:admin@fali.org
http://www.fali.org/?page=ConfPISTOLSHOT
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The National Association for Missing and Exploited Children 
(NAMEC) was formed in San Diego California in May of 
2017 as a means of uniting the PI Community in the United 
States to locate, and rescue, missing and exploited children 
through coordination with other agencies, public and private. 
The long-term goal of NAMEC is to serve as a bridge for the 
organizations that provide services after the rescue. 

The NAMEC Board consists of some of the most well-known 
PI Professionals across the country including:  

Chairman/VP of Private Investigations:  
Mark Gillespie, Past TALI President 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
Kelly Riddle, Past TALI President 
Northeast Regional Director: 
Terry Myer, NCISS President 
Northwest Regional Director: 
Rick Root, FALI President 
Southeast Regional Director:  
Tim O’Rourke, Past FALI President 
Southwest Regional Director:  
Michael Julian, Past CALI President 
Director at Large: 
Jim Casteel, Past APIA President 
Executive Director: 
Amy O’Rourke, FALI Administrative Director 

 
We are looking forward to our first NAMEC Conference 
which will be a half day event on Wednesday, May 2nd, in 
Tampa, prior to the FALI Conference. Final details are being 
worked out at which time we will send out registration 
information. The cost will be minimal and we hope we can 
get great participation.  

Certified Missing and Exploited Child Investigator 

One of our first priorities this year was to develop and 
implement the Certified Missing & Exploited Child 
Investigator (CMECI) program. Those who pass the CMECI 
test are then eligible to join the NAMEC Special Response 
Team (SRT). This will be NAMEC members across the 
country who will be called on behalf of approved rescue 
organizations like to voluntarily assist in child recoveries. 

 
To qualify to become a CMECI one must: 
1. Be a licensed private investigator, or currently employed, 
or retired, as a peace officer in the US, or military police, or 
military special forces. 

2. Be a member in good standing with NAMEC 

3. Successfully pass the CMECI exam 

4. No felony convictions 

The CMECI exam is now available online at the NAMEC 
website HelpRescueChildren.org. The study materials are  
in the book, “Investigation of Missing & Exploited Children: 
The Gateway to Child Sex Trafficking.” If you joined NAMEC 
as a Charter Member at the FALI Conference, you received 
a copy of the book. If not, then you can click HERE to 
purchase a copy so you can start reading and studying.  
 
The fees associated with the CMECI are as follows: 
 $25 Application processing fee (includes felony 

background check) to apply for the CMECI test. 
 $25 test fee 
 $25 renewal – The fee for yearly renewal of the 

designation CMECI will be $25.00. CMECIs will also 
have to complete 3 hours of CEUs involving training 
consisting of Child Sex Trafficking. The publication of an 
article or book involving Child Sex Trafficking, or 
attendance at the NAMEC conference (which this year 
will be in Tampa prior to the FALI Conference) can 
substitute for the CEU requirement. A CMECI yearly 
certificate will be mailed to all successful candidates 

 
The qualifications to become part of the SRT are: 
1. Obtain and maintain the designation Certified Missing & 
Exploited Child Investigator (CMECI) 

2. Maintain and produce a current liability insurance policy 
unless currently employed as a peace officer. 

 

.As of this writing we have close to 20 CMECIs already, 
most of who have already qualified for the SRT. We are very 
excited to see these programs grow and have FALI 
members be a part of this effort.  

How to Become a CMECI 
“Certified Missing and Exploited Child Investigator 
Submitted by: Joseph Travers 
President, NAMEC 
Executive Director Saved in America 

How you can get involved:  

Join as a NAMEC Charter member - 

www.helprescuechildren.org  

Make a donation of any amount through Crowdrise - 

www.crowdrise.com/NAMEC  

Help identify resources throughout your State. 

Help with introductions to key individuals who support 

NAMEC’s cause  

http://helprescuechildren.org/namec-certification/
http://www.lulu.com/shop/joseph-travers-and-joshua-travers/investigation-of-missing-and-exploited-children-the-gateway-of-child-sex-trafficking/paperback/product-23117710.html
http://www.helprescuechildren.org
http://www.crowdrise.com/NAMEC
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Dear Members, 

As we approach our 24th annual Conference its hard not to 
think ahead one year when FALI will be celebrating its “25th 
Anniversary.” If you take some time to look in the archives of 
the FALI Forum (accessible through the “Members Only: 
Benefits” tab once you are logged into the FALI website) you 
can truly see all that FALI has accomplished since its 
inception in 1994. I say “its” but of course that means YOU, 
the members. 

Between legislative and educational advancements, and 
members’ networking, the Florida PI profession has grown 
and become well known throughout the State, and 
throughout the country. As you read through the articles in 
this edition you will see that the “Hit the Hill” efforts of the 
Board helps us stay in front of the legislature, as well as 
become aware of issues, while we can still do something 
about them, either pro or con. Take time to read the NCISS 
update and you will see that this is happening for our 
profession on the national level as well. 

Getting back to this year’s Conference, We have a great 
speaker line-up with subjects that have not been covered 
before, as well as new twists on some that have been.  

 

Times are constantly changing and there truly are new ways 
of doing things but sometimes the tried and true “old-school.”  
methods are the best to use. 

As mentioned previously in this issue, the hotel rooms are 
going fast and once gone the rates will go up. FALI has 
already added some rooms to the block at the next lowest 
rate, but these will go fast too. Once the block is gone, there 
are plenty of hotels in the vicinity of the host hotel where you 
could potentially find a lower rate. We will provide a list when 
we get to that point.  

In the meantime, visit the Conference web pages today by 
clicking HERE. I look forward to seeing our members in Boca 
and/or Tampa. 

 

 

 
Amy O’Rourke 
FALI Administrative Director 
admin@fali.org 

    Editor’s Café  

The Certified Milestone Membership program was launched in August 2013 to recognize those 

members who have supported our profession through years of continuous participation in FALI, and 

our activities. FALI’s strength is in our membership. Their involvement has helped shape, educate 

and defend our profession. Therefore, we are honored to recognize all of them for their participation 

and dedication. All verified members can be found on the FALI website by clicking on the  

“Certified Members” tab.  

If your membership has not yet been verified, please send an email to admin@fali.org including the 

approximate year you first joined FALI. The deadline for recognition at the 2018 Conference is 

March 1, 2018. 

Have you been a FALI member for  

5 or more years? 

Has your Certified Milestone Membership  

been verified? 

Read on to find out how to get “certified.” 

http://www.fali.org/?page=FALICONFERENCE
http://www.fali.org/?page=milestone
mailto:admin@fali.org
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NOTES 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

 

 

FALI Conference May 3-5, 2018 

Keep YOUR information up to date online– Log In  TODAY!  www.FALI.org 

IS YOUR ONLINE/MEMBERSHIP FALI PROFILE  UP-TO-DATE???  

 

Executive Board 

 

Rick Root 
President 

T: (954) 306-9040 
rick@rickrootpi.com 

 
Terry Roffler 

Vice President  
T: (813) 892-5966 

roffler@att.net 
 

Matt Aubin 
Treasurer  

T: (813) 373-4181 
reconagency@gmail.com 

 
Kimberly Campbell 

Secretary 
T: (904) 230-1331 

Kimberly@crosspi.com 

 

 

Area Directors 

TAMPA BAY REGION 
Citrus • Hernando • Hillsborough •  

Manatee• Pasco• Pinellas• Polk• Sumter 

AD: Mark Aubin 
T: (813) 658-3373  

mark@topguninvestigations.com 

 

PANHANDLE REGION    
Bay• Calhoun • Escambia • Franklin • 

Gadsden• Gulf• Holmes• Jackson• 
Jefferson• Leon• Liberty• Madison• 

Okaloosa• Santa Rosa•  Taylor• Wakulla• 
Walton• Washington• 

AD: Glenn Parker 

T:(888) 601-7575  
glenn@parker-investigations.com  

 
 

JACKSONVILLE REGION 

Alachua• Baker• Bradford• Clay•  Columbia• 
Dixie• Duval• Flagler•  Gilchrist• Hamilton• 
Lafayette• Levy• Marion• Nassau• Putnam•   

St. Johns• Suwannee • Union •  

AD: Position Open 
  

 

 

ORLANDO REGION 

Brevard  • Lake • Orange• Osceola• 
Seminole• Sumter•  Volusia•  

AD: Candi Eaton 
T: (407) 801-8942 

candi@candieaton.com 

 
 

FORT MYERS REGION 
Charlotte• Collier•  DeSoto•  Glades•  

AD: Walt Zalisko 

T: (855) 444-7448  
globalpi@comcast.net 

 

PALM BEACH REGION 

Indian River• Martin• Okeechobee• 
Palm Beach•  Saint Lucie• 

Interim AD: Diane Spinner 

T: (209) 329-5113  
diane@rickrootpi.com 

 

BROWARD/DADE REGION   

Broward • Dade • Monroe 

AD: Richard Rastrelli 
T: (954) 770-8460  

Richard@rjrinvestigations.com    

 

 

FALI Board of Directors 2017-2018 

http://www.FALI.org
mailto:rick@rickrootpi.com
mailto:roffler@att.net
mailto:reconagency@gmail.com
mailto:Kimberly@crosspi.com
mailto:mark@topguninvestigations.com
mailto:glenn@parker-investigations.com
mailto:candi@candieaton.com
mailto:globalpi@comcast.net
mailto:Richard@rjrinvestigations.com

